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February 14, 2011

Those of you who are not familiar with Republic County Economic Development Corporation I would like to introduce myself. My name is Luke Mahin and I am an employee of JenRus Freelance, which directs Republic County Economic Development and is owned by Jenny Russell.

I am a proud Republic County native and currently live in Courtland. While at college I frequently gave my peers geography lessons to help them locate Courtland. This would lead to conversation about population, school size, social activities, and even crime rates. Often friends would come home with me on a weekend. I would give them a grand tour of where I grew up. Sometimes they were surprised I still kept in touch with all my high school friends. Our group of friends would always make an effort to come back home on the same weekend even though we were attending different universities. Those friendships have led to a number of graduates from Pike Valley from 2002-2007 that moved back permanently or temporarily to the community, many with bachelor degrees. 

Why would so many people in their twenties want to move back to Republic County? My answer: opportunity. Some of my friends had opportunities to take stock in the family farm or business. Others like Amber Coons and Shanna Larson with “The Cakery”, have found a creative way to blend their talents into a business. I had an opportunity to gain experience in my field, Communication Studies and Advertising, through JenRus Freelance and RCEDC. I could have gotten an entry level job in Kansas City or Wichita. I don’t believe I would be nearly as valuable to my employer(s) or community as I am in Republic County. Our communities offer a wide variety of opportunities for young people to join clubs, councils, and organizations. For example Nick Levendofsky of Republic is the Big Bend Township Trustee, Rae Hobson Memorial Library Chairman, and also serves on Courtland’s Art Council. In a larger city young people would not be in leadership roles let alone hold positions with multiple communities. I realize I have used examples of the Courtland area but these examples could easily apply to the other cities in the county.

This youthful group of residents realizes some advantages of rural life. We can actually afford housing and our money is worth more here. We are not a number and are valued employees, consumers, and neighbors. We have family and friends within a stone’s throw away. We are far enough away from urban areas but still close enough to “reverse-commute” for entertainment, business, and travel. 

In my opinion Republic County’s work ethic and values is its largest resource. Sadly it is also our largest export. Our youth’s views on success and happiness are strongly influenced by parents and community members alike. I have never been pushed out of this community, yet I have seldom been encouraged to move back either. After graduation I knew my future was my own and I as an adult had to decide what I wanted. Everyone has different views on success and happiness. All I ask is view our youth objectively and promote the opportunity to move back to our community. I have friends from similar small towns that were told “Go to college and don’t move back because there’s nothing here to offer”. Just because we are not telling our citizens to leave doesn’t mean we are conveying the message that we value them in our county.

Rural America is sometimes too modest and we may sell our selves short when compared to larger cities. I have a lot of respect for people who stand up for what they believe. And it takes a lot of courage to move back to area where you may have to create an opportunity for yourself financially. I would urge everyone to thank the people, businesses, and local government officials for the work they do in Republic County. Let our current youth and past alumni know they would be a welcomed and valuable addition to our communities if they choose to live here.

Republic County Economic Development is here to serve you.  Please contact Jenny Russell or Luke Mahin at rcedc@nckcn.com or 785-527-2310 if we can be of any assistance.  Also a reminder that the Neighborhood Revitalization Plan has come into affect as of January 1st, 2011. Applications are available online (www.republiccounty.org) and at the courthouse. Also, join our new Facebook initiative by searching Republic County Economic Development, now at 427 people strong.
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