[image: image1.jpg]




October 29, 2010

“Sometimes living in a rural community can be an uphill battle, one that we are committed to “winning”.  A business that I was recently recruiting asked me, “Is your community growing or declining?” Almost all rural areas in Kansas have been “declining” in population since 1900, so I don’t think declining is the correct term anymore, I say now we are “FIGHTING”.  

Look around, there are communities who are doing what they can to fight to keep their population, their industry, and get new industry to locate there…and then there are those communities that have given up and are gone.  There are many groups in Republic County who have decided to FIGHT, but we cannot do it alone.  We need every single person to do their part in keeping our communities lively.”
The above is something that I wrote back in 2004 in my original Economic Development appointment, but when I recently came across this writing, I realized that it still applies today.  By keeping up with Republic County through the Telescope for the last six years, I know that just like every rural area, Republic County has had ups and downs.  But through it all, you have not laid down to “die”, all of you have continued to forge ahead.  The more people we have working toward the goal of economic development success, the better.  We here at JenRus Freelance, Rural Life Marketing division, are excited to be a part of this continued effort and we look forward to assisting all of you through Republic County Economic Development. Here is how you can help:

1. Support and help your local officials – Elected officials have a tough job, so be kind to them.  They need your input in making decisions on your behalf.  If you are unsatisfied with your local representation, are YOU willing to step up and run for office?  If you are unwilling to take action in this or another way, than objections don’t get you as far.

2. Get Involved- Find something that you are passionate about and join a group that supports that.  Use your talents to benefit something in Republic County.

3. Think Positively -  Find the good in the situation and rejoice in the positive things going on in Republic County.

4. Plan for retirement- Republic County has many great, loyal businesses who have operated in the County for years.  If you are an owner of one of these businesses, thank you for your hard work and dedication.  We appreciate you.  If you are looking at retirement in the next ten years, five years, or next couple of years - please let us help find you a successor.  The earlier that you can start planning for retirement, the better chance that you have to find someone to take over your business.  Businesses take a lot of hard work and dedication, don’t let your years of hard work just disappear, let someone else carry on your legacy.
5. Support each other – Have you ever heard the phrase, “who needs enemies when you have friends”?  One of the strengths of small rural communities is that people know and support one another.  Be supportive of your neighbors, friends, and acquaintances.  Be inviting to new people in the community, encourage and help younger people be successful here. 

Think locally first when you need a product or service.  It has a big economic impact and contributes to the Republic County tax base.    “Locally” can mean in your town or somewhere in your county. “A dollar spent in a retail store could be used by the store owner to pay rent to a landlord, who then might use that dollar to buy gas. The gas station owner may use the dollar to buy something at the local hardware store, and the hardware store owner may use the dollar to buy something at the pharmacy, and so forth. It’s when the dollar is taken outside the county that the multiplier effect dissolves. This doesn’t mean that we need to buy everything locally. After all, as shopping is a social event at times, “shopping trips” can be vitally important to a community’s retail health in bringing in shoppers from outside the community,” source Morgan County Citizen. 

Republic County Economic Development is here to serve you.  Please contact Jenny Russell or Luke Mahin at rcedc@nckcn.com or 785-527-2310 if we can be of any assistance.  Also, join our new Facebook initiative by searching Republic County Economic Development, which in only two weeks time is already 162 people strong.
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