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October 14, 2010

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Republic County Economic Development Corporation (RCEDC) announces that the position of Economic Development Coordinator has been fulfilled.  Jenny Russell and Luke Mahin of the firm JenRus Freelance, Rural Life Marketing Division, have been hired for the position.  The company plans to aid Republic County Economic Development with business promotion, business support, quality of life issues, public relations, and tourism.  Extra emphasis will be placed on using new technologies and social media promotions like Facebook to give Republic County the advantage in today’s Economic Development environment.

Jenny (Ahlvers) Russell was Republic Economic Development Coordinator in 2003 and 2004, until leaving to work in private business and to get married.  Russell worked with the Republic County Economic Development Board on many projects including obtaining a $100,000 grant to extend the sewer line on the west side of U.S. Highway 81, assisting officials in communicating with Lambert Vet Supply to occupy the former Precision Dynamics building, and many other projects throughout the County.  

After working with Republic County Economic Development, Russell worked for Brush Art Corporation for four-and-a-half years doing advertising and marketing work for clients around the United States.  In 2008, Russell started JenRus Freelance as a way to be more flexible in taking care of her son.  JenRus Freelance provides Internet Marketing services including rural life marketing, social media marketing, search engine optimization, and website services.  This includes things like Facebook promotion, Internet advertising, and getting a website to rank higher in search engines like Google.

Luke Mahin is from Courtland, is a 2005 graduate of Pike Valley High School, and is a 2010 graduate of Fort Hays State University in Communications/Advertising. Mahin has worked for JenRus Freelance since June 2010 and will be a large part of promoting Republic County Economic Development initiatives.  

“I have always enjoyed the people and way-of-life in Republic County. It is something worth fighting for and keeping.  I also believe in the efforts and dedication of the volunteers, city officials, programs, and County Commissioners that work together in RCEDC. That is why, when the opportunity arose to come back to Republic County Economic Development, it was something that I had to pursue”, Russell stated. She went on to say that, “Luke Mahin was the perfect addition to our JenRus Freelance staff because he is a success story of what Economic Development strives to achieve.  He was raised in Republic County, got his college degree, and now is able to use his skills in a rural area.”

Jenny Russell grew up in Glen Elder, Kansas, graduated from Waconda East High School, and Bethany College with a degree in Business/Communications/Marketing.  Her husband, Jay, is originally from Courtland, is a graduate of Pike Valley High School, and has his degree from Fort Hays State University.  Jay has worked in banking since 1998 with teller, branch manager, and Vice President positions through Central National Bank and the State Bank of Downs.  He has been hired by and will be working with another Pike Valley alumnus, Troy Newman, at Ag Marketing Partners LLC, which is an introducing broker for MF Global Inc.  Ag Marketing Partners has operated a Courtland office since 2007 and provides agricultural marketing services to farmers around the nation.

JenRus Freelance, Rural Life Marketing division, has been hired on a contract basis.  Contract work is a departure from the full-time and part-time working arrangement that Republic County Economic Development has traditionally used.  However, a contract arrangement provides some distinct advantages, including offering a comparable full-time or part-time commitment without the expense of providing benefits.  “We will basically be performing the exact same duties that I performed for Economic Development in 2003 and 2004, these duties will just be performed by two people in a company with slightly less financial strain on Republic County and the City of Belleville,” Russell added.

Jenny Russell, her husband Jay, and son Owen are currently in the process of moving back to Republic County.  JenRus Freelance will also be relocated.  Thus with this hire, Republic County Economic Development was able to meet some key goals by:

· Attracting four new residents, who are under the age of forty, back to the county

· Helping to create three new jobs in county

· Bringing one new business to the county

· Attracting two county alumni back to the area

· Adding one child into the County school systems
Republic County Economic Development looks forward to great successes through the continued hard work of volunteers, dedicated organizations, and new work through JenRus Freelance.
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